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UK Eye Genetics Group (UK-EGG) Seedcorn Award Application - Guidance

Aim of the Award
The Seedcorn Award, offering up to £5,000, aims to support researchers in conducting innovative projects focused on the diagnosis, understanding, prevention, management and treatment of genetic eye diseases. Applicants should present a novel hypothesis along with preliminary data that can be further developed.

Priority will be given to applications that demonstrate strong potential for attracting additional funding. Both pre-clinical and clinical research studies will be considered.

Eligibility
The scheme is open to early career researchers in clinical and pre-clinical fields who are members of the UK Eye Genetics Group. Applicants must have clear support from their current supervisor, and the application must be approved by an authorised signatory from their Host Institutional Finance Office.

UK-EGG will not support the following:
· Applications from individuals who are not members of the UK Eye Genetics Group.
· Projects that will take place outside the UK.
· Applications lacking appropriate ethical approval and animal license, or statistical justification for sample or cohort sizes, when applicable.
· Funding for equipment used in routine patient care.
· Applications from established investigators for projects within their usual area of expertise.
· Applications for travel costs, publication costs or salary costs. This funding will not pay overheads.

Your Application
Please complete your application using the Application form available on the UK-EGG website. The signed Application form, together with Applicant CV and Supporting Information, should be saved as a single pdf and submitted to ukeyegenetics@gmail.com by 23:59hrs on Sunday 16th March. 

We cannot make exceptions for late submissions. Please ensure you submit before this deadline. When you submit you should receive an acknowledgement, if for any reason you do not receive an acknowledgement e-mail, please contact us: ukeyegenetics@gmail.com.


Principal Applicant Details 
Please provide a CV of the Principal Applicant (max 2 pages) including where applicable, your 5 most recent publications, 5 additional most relevant publications and current actively held grants indicating your role as PI or CoI. Please highlight any publications that are particularly relevant to the current application with a 1-2 line summary describing the relevance of the publication to the current application.

Project Summary and Details 
· Project Summary - please provide a clear and concise project summary that includes all the requested information.
· Where stipulated, please ensure your answers are written in simple lay language that non-medical people will have no difficulty in understanding.
· Provide a clear and concise summary of the experimental methodology. Details on ethical approval, sample numbers and statistical justification must be provided where appropriate. Without this information, your application will be rejected. 

Financial Details
This Seedcorn grant will provide up to £5K funding over 12 months. 

Please provide details of consumables and other associated costs and a clear and concise justification for the requested costs. Without this information, your application will be rejected. 

Salary support is not available.
 
If the total directly incurred costs exceed the amount requested from UK-EGG, then please provide information on how you will secure the additional funding required to complete the project. Please do not include full economic costs in the total cost of the project.

Future Plans/Project Impact
Please provide as much information regarding potential project impact and future clinical translation of the project.

Review and Selection Process
All applications will be checked to confirm that eligibility criteria have been met. Applications will then be submitted for detailed peer review. Our selection panel of academic scientists and clinicians will score each application based on the following criteria:
· Unmet clinical need - how significant is the clinical need and how many patients could ultimately benefit.
· Degree of innovation.  
· Feasibility - can the aims and objectives be achieved in the timeframe and with the funding requested? 
· Research environment and overall scientific quality of the application.
· Potential for further short/medium term progress (likelihood of procuring further funding and publishing).
· Potential for long-term translation and clinical impact.

There will be no opportunity to provide rebuttals, therefore applicants should ensure that they provide all the relevant information that will allow the review panel to assess their applications.

Award Notification
The successful Applicant will be informed by email by the issue of an Award Letter under which UK-EGG awards the Grant to the Host Institution. Upon acceptance of the Award, the Award Holder (the individual who has responsibility for the leadership of the Research) and the Host Institution enter an Agreement with UK-EGG under Terms set out in the Award Letter and as follows.

Terms and Conditions 

UK Eye Genetics Group (UK-EGG) – UK Eye Genetics Group Community Interest Company (CIC), a company incorporated in the United Kingdom and limited by guarantee without share capital, company number 16096267.

UK-EGG’s sole responsibility is to pay the fixed amount stated in the Award Letter, subject to the provisions of the Agreement outlined in the Award Letter.
Payment of the total Award amount will be made to an account of the Host Institution that the Host Institution shall notify to UK-EGG upon acceptance of the Award and these Terms.

UK-EGG may publish on its website, or in its annual report or other publications or media or in connection with external funding for the research from other sources
(a) the name and work address of the Applicant, the title, the amount of grant awarded, the duration of the project and the Project Overview section of the Applicant’s Grant Application and Final Report; 
(b) all information received in response to any survey of the results and consequences of the research project.

The Award Holder shall:

(a) register for and attend the UK-EGG Annual Meeting to be held in Oxford on June 16th 2025 in order to accept their Award and to present their proposed research as outlined in their Application as a short oral presentation.
(b) register for and attend the 2026 UK-EGG Annual Meeting to present their research progress or Final Report (determined by project completion date for the Application).
(c) provide a Final Report on the research supported by UK-EGG within 3 months of project completion.
(d)  acknowledge the support of UK-EGG in all presentations, articles or papers published in the medical and scientific press, national or regional press, and through radio and/or television interviews and other means arising from the funded research.

The Host Institution shall:

(a) ensure that the Research is led and performed by the Award Holder and by individual researchers at the Host Institution working under the Award Holder’s supervision;
(b) ensure that the Research is conducted in accordance with the Application, the Award Letter and these Terms.
(c) ensure that the Research is carried out in accordance all relevant legislation and regulations (whether existing at the date of the Award Letter or coming into force during the Research Period);
(d) ensure that all necessary licences and consents for the Research (including any necessary Research Ethics Committee approvals) are obtained, maintained, and complied with throughout the Research Period;
(e) ensure that, if animals are used in the Research, they are used only to the minimum extent necessary, best practice will be followed in their use, and the relevant guidance of the Association of Medical Research Charities and of the National Centre for the Replacement, Refinement and Reduction of Animals in Research (NC3Rs) will be followed.
(f) have the primary responsibility for safeguarding beneficiaries, staff and volunteers, and must take all the necessary steps to ensure that their organisation is operating in a safe and secure environment.
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